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STARTING GRID 

It's nearing the end of March 
and snow is still hanging 
around the South East! 

What with the motorcycle 
test changes at the beginning 
of the year and the general 
economic gloom, it's a tough 
time for bikers and the industry. However 
bikers are an optimistic bunch and there 
is a lot to look forward to when the sun 
eventually appears.The bike racing season 
kicks off properly in April with BSB at Brands 
Hatch. All the racing series are shaping up 
to be the best for years and, with Rossi back 
on a Yamaha, and Crutchlow and Marquez in 
the mix, the premier class looks particularly 
interesting. Whether you watch WSB, your 
local speedway or do a spot of trials riding, 
motorcycle sport is some of the most varied 
and exciting. It's also reasonably affordable 
both to watch and take part in. 

We are lucky at South East Bikerthat we are 
sent plenty of local information about all the 
events, shows and open days in the South 
that we can pass on to the region's bikers. 
Wherever possible we publish this on the 
website and on Facebook and Twitter. Keep 
'em coming! 

In this issue we feature Gary France's trip 
across the USA, part two of The Great Escape, 
Graham Field tackles Mongolia and Eliza 
Richardson takes to the track on her Guzzi. 
Our man on the inside,Seb Bulpin, gives us 
his opinion on the likely frontrunners of the 
BSB series. Paddy Tyson from MAG updates us 
on their progress. 

The splendid organisation that is MAG 
(Motorcycle Action Group) turns 40 this 
year, slightly younger than the age of the 
average UK biker.The guys that run MAG and 
campaign on our behalf seem to be wielding 
more and more influence in important 
circles.This is vital for the long term future of 
motorcycling and the industry. 

Membership costs from £25, about the cost 
of a tank of fuel these days. As MAG is funded 
by these memberships, it is vital as many of 
us as possible sign up. Not only will you be 
supporting an organisation that is fighting 
for the freedoms we believe in, but they offer 
great member discounts and a lively social 
scene via local groups. You even get The 
Road, the MAG magazine delivered to your 
door. So, if you care about the long 
term future of motorcycling, have a look at 
www.mag-uk.org. 

Have fun when the sun finally appears! 
NickTunstill, Editor 

PB south east biker magazine 
■ @southeastbiker 
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DUCATI 

Multistrada 1200 


So, you are in the market for a top of the range new bike, 
you read the spec and the reviews and something takes 
your fancy. Trouble is the cost is £15,000, serious money. 

Is an hour test ride going to show you the whole picture? 


W ell no, of course not. When laying out that sort of dosh 

you are going to want something that will do everything 
you expect...plus be comfortable for you to ride for hours 
on end in varying conditions. Superbike Rentals near Brentwood, 
Ongar have a range of top level motorbikes that can be hired out 
from a day to as long as you wish. On the first warm and sunny day 
of the year I was lucky enough to have a day in Essex on the Ducati's 
supreme all rounder. 

The Multistrada came out in 2010 to much acclaim, with an engine 
based on the superbike 1198 plant. The retuned engine kicks out an 
awesome 150bhp, more than enough to put the Multistrada firmly at 
the top of the adventure bike performance league. Ducati promote the 
Multistrada as four bikes in one, sports, tourer, enduro and urban and 
has switchable power modes to match. The Ducati features top spec 




components throughout and has 
everything you could think of 
needing on a bike (and a whole lot 
more, to be honest). 

It's a great looking machine, not 
a particular head turner for non 
bikers, but most motorcyclists will 
appreciate Ducati's styling and the 
attention to detail that has gone 
into this bike. The Multistrada 
looks big, but I could comfortably 
place both feet flat on the ground 
andlam5'10". Dry weight is 
196kg and this is not an issue 
when stationary or at low speeds, 
the bike is so nicely balanced. 

If you like your electronics and 
gizmos then the Multistrada has 
plenty to keep you occupied, 
from keyless ignition to remotely 
adjustable suspension. All this is 
great, personally I don't think this 
makes it a better motorbike one 
way or another. 

The first thing that struck me 
about the Multistrada was the 
comfort. And it scores highly in 
this respect. The seat was lovely 
from the start and remained so 
all day. I can't see huge mileage 
being a problem.The raised pillion 
seat gives a decent bit of support 
and the bars and peg positions 
are spot on. With handguards 
and heated grips, mile munching 
would be a doddle. 

To me there are three main 
features that a bike has to meet to 
be desirable. It has to look good, a 
very personal thing of course, but 
when you open the garage door, 
or take off the cover, it has to make 
you want to jump on. It's got to 
be comfortable. Ok some can put 
up with considerable discomfort 
to enjoy the ride, but for everyday 
and long term use it has to be a 
consideration. Most important of 
all, the engine, the heart and soul 
of any any motorbike and the bit 
that puts a grin on your mush and 
a spring in your step. All the other 
bits are a bonus to me. 

Well the Multistrada ticks these 
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boxes in spades. The big V twin is a beauty, 
it does have the Ducati vibe, if you are a fan 
you will love it. If you're used to an inline 
four, maybe not. You won't be disappointed 
by the power though. In sports mode 
this a very fast and responsive motorbike. 
Urban tames it a bit for town work, touring 
remaps the system to smooth it out. I didn't 
try it off-road in enduro mode, I imagine 
like most modern adventure bikes, the 
off-road capability is realistically aimed at 
gravel tracks and paths rather than seriously 
dirty stuff. Having said this, with all the 
electronics and adjustments available, there 
is really no reason why the Multistrada 
couldn't be used in all circumstances. 

The Multistrada is a supremely 
comfortable, very fast, superbly equipped 
motorcycle. It's hard to fault to be honest, 
great in town with a lovely riding position 
and wide bars. On windy A roads it's a joy 
and very confidence inspiring with a taste of 
a supermoto and the ability to keep up with 



a sportsbike, certainly on UK roads. Add in the touring qualities 
and enduro abilities and this a genuine all rounder.The only 
points I wasn't so keen on were the vibey engine and the clunky 
gearbox, character I guess it's called. I also found the keyless 
ignition system a bit pointless. You still need a key for the fuel 
tank and to get under the seat. 

So, if you have that sort of money, then this bike will deliver 
on all fronts. If you don't, contact Superbike Rentals and take 
one out for a few days, you won't be disappointed! 


USEFUL INFO 

DUCATI MULTISTRADA 


1198cc, V-Twin, 150bhp with switchable power modes 

6 speed gearbox with wet dutch and slipper action 
Marzocchi 50mm fully adjustable usd front forks 

Rear adjustable Sachs unit with single sided swingarm 
Brembo radially mounted front brakes 

Multifunction digital dash 

Dry weight. 

.196kg 

Seat height. 


Fuel capacity. 

.20 litres 

Service interval. 

... 12000km 
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DON'T BUY IT, RENT IT 


NickTunstill now has 

somewhere to go to 
ride what he wants, 
when he wants 


G oogle superbike rental 
andtopofthelistis 
superbikerental.co.uk, a 
company based near Brentwood 
in Essex. The internet ranking 
reflects the professionalism 
of the business. We arranged 
with Mark Coventry, the owner, 
to take out a couple of his 
machines and have a chat about 
his business. 

I wasn't sure what to expect 
when we turned up to be honest, 
the website is very well put 
together and informative, but this 
doesn't always reflect the reality of 
a business. However in the case of 
Superbike Rental, what you see on 
the internet is a great guide to the 
business and what they offer. 

As we all know, there are bike 
rental companies that have 
machines that have been used 
and abused. This is definitely 


not the case with these guys. 

The company is based in 
the countryside not far from 
Brentwood. When we pulled up 
at the unit we were immediately 
impressed by the premises. It's 
clean and organised, a good sign 
that the bikes are well looked 
after. We met up with Mark, had 
a coffee and chatted about his 
business and bikes in general. 

He has a genuine passion and 
enthusiasm for the motorbikes 
that really comes across. They are 
not just machines that are there to 
make money, Mark treats them all 
as his own bikes (which they are 
in effect!) and we all know how 
much we care for own machines. 
Superbike Rental offer a wide 
range of motorbikes; sports, 
adventure, touring, restricted 
and learner machines. They all 
have one thing in common, they 


are all immaculately prepared, 
serviced and spotlessly clean. 
There's certainly a bike to suit all 
requirements. Mark showed us 
over the bikes, made sure we were 
happy with all the controls and 
settings, and checked with us that 
we were happy with the condition 
of the machines. Excellent service. 

This is more than just a bike 
rental outfit though. Superbike 
Rental offer a delivery and 
collection service, including 
airport pick up. If you want to 
tour Europe, Mark can supply the 
motorbike, luggage, breakdown 
cover and machine replacement. 
You can rest assured your bike will 
be up to the job and if there are 
any issues, they will be addressed. 
No wonder their customers come 
from all over the world on a 
regular basis. Superbike Rental can 
supply motorbikes forTV, films, 
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ARE YOU READY? 

SPRING HAS (ALMOST) SPRUNG. 


As we enter the riding season, there is no 
doubt that you will be itching to hit the road 
on two wheels. Don’t throw caution to the 
wind; pop down to Cooper Tunbridge Wells 
to make sure that your BMW motorcycle is 
in tip-top condition. 

To make your visit all the sweeter, we’ve some exclusive 
offers to sink your teeth into. 

• Complimentary Spring Health Check: We’ll check your 
oil levels, battery, brakes, steering and suspension, 
lights and tyres. 

• Save 10% in April*: We’re offering a discount to 
loyal customers on their total service or repair bill. 

Cooper Tunbridge Wells 

Longfield Road, Royal Tunbridge Wells, KentTN2 3UE 

0845 125 5851 www.cooperbikestunbridgewells.co.uk 


THE ULTIMATE 
TEST RIDE. 

While your BMW motorcycle 
is being serviced, why not enjoy a 
test ride"? Do so before 31 May 
2013 and you could be one of the 
lucky three winners of these two 
incredible prizes 1 . 

• Exclusive use of a brand new 
2013 BMW motorcycle for 

3 months. 

• A solo place on the World 

of BMW ‘BMW Motorrad Days 
2013’ tour, including hotels and a 
VIP experience in Garmisch. 


Terms and conditions apply. Participating dealers only. *10% discount only available on services or repairs carried out before 30 April 2013. Please mention this offer when 
booking and bring this letter with you. To be eligible for the competition you must register before taking a test ride atwww.anewbreed.co.uk. The test ride must be booked 
and completed by 31 May 2013. Only one entry per person permitted. Entrant must have held a licence for a minimum of 2 years. Prizes are subject to availability. The HP4 
and HP4 Carbon are excluded from the 3 month win. In order to qualify for competition entry the test ride must be booked and completed by 31 May 2013. There is no cash 
equivalent available. A Test ride subject to applicant status and availability. 
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special events and weddings. 

So, why rent a bike? How many 
bikers have you come across 
who have bought a bike and a 
couple of months later decide 
it's not what they hoped it would 
be. Personally, I know loads. And 
how much have these guys lost 
in depreciation? Again, loads! So, 
if you are seriously in the market 
for an expensive investment, why 
not take out a bike for two or three 
days? Give it a proper shakedown 
on a variety of roads. Find out if it's 
comfortable after three hours in 
the saddle. Can you carry enough 
luggage? Does it look cool? You 
could save a costly mistake and 
still have a great time as well. 

Maybe you are going on a 
trip and want to try something 
different for a week. Maybe you 
want a couple of days on a bike 
you have no intention of ever 
buying as a treat. How about an 
alternative to a track day? 


All this is possible with 
Superbike Rental. They even do 
gift vouchers.. .what a treat for a 
fellow biker. 

The website is the hub of 
Superbike Rental's business and all 
the information including pricing 
is on there. It's all very clear and 
transparent, no hidden extras. 

Take a look and Rent the Dream! 

So what did we take out? Debbie 
had a beautiful Repsol Fireblade 
and a huge grin on her face all 
day. I rode the Ducati Multistrada 
1200, a fabulous motorbike once 
I had figured out how to fire it up! 
Luckily I had Debbie to help. 

Many thanks indeed to Mark 
and the staff at Superbike Rental, 
not only for their friendliness 
and knowledge, but for running 
a motorcycle business that sets 
the bar high and shows that the 
highest standards and service 
work successfully, particularly in 
these tough times. 
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ROAD TRIP 



Many dream of riding across the USA on 
a motorcycle. A few actually get to do it. 
Not many are able to take four months 
to ride over 21,000 miles on a road 
trip and achieve their lifelong dream 
but Gary France did... 


A n Englishman living in London, he shipped 
his own Harley-Davidson across the Atlantic 
and set out on a remarkable journey of 
discovery in America. His ride took him to twenty- 
seven states in New England, the Midwest, the 
Rockies, to the deserts of the south west and along 
the Californian coast. 

"As I sat at home thinking about the idea of such a 
ride, it dawned that this just might be the adventure 
I had been seeking for years. I wanted to make sure 
I achieved something memorable in my life and this 
seemed like the ideal way to do that" says Gary. 

When Gary decided to ride from coast to coast, 
he had never previously ridden in America. "Many 
questions buzzed around in my head, but there 
seemed to be more reasons to do the ride than not. 
Where would I go? What would I see? Where would I 
stay? What gear should I carry? Would I be safe?" 

Gary had taken long distance rides before, but these 


had been a thousand miles or so and this road trip 
was a completely different ball game. He says he can 
understand the freedom that some bikers need by 
just getting on a motorcycle and riding wherever the 
feeling takes them at the time, without any planning. 
That wasn't for Gary though as he didn't want to ride 
past something significant and miss seeing it just 
because he didn't know it was there. In a career of 
working out howto build huge construction projects, 
Gary says that planning ahead is in his blood, so this 
was the approach he took to riding across America. He 
planned the journey in considerable detail. 

"I knew where I was going to ride, but had no idea 
what distance I would ride each day, so I didn't book 
any accommodation in advance. Finding a place to 
stay for the night was much easier than I thought as 
there are motels, B&B's and cheap hotels everywhere." 

Gary says he saw some of the best that America 
has to offer. "I was lucky to be able to plan my tour of 
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ROAD TRIP 



the USA to include such iconic places as Yellowstone, 
Yosemite, Monument Valley, the Grand Canyon, Mount 
Rushmore, New England, the Great Lakes, the Rocky 
Mountains, Death Valley and many more." 

He experienced the hectic pace of life of the big cities, 
visiting many, such as New York, Chicago, Denver, San 
Francisco and Los Angeles, but preferred seeing the 
wide-open plains, mountains, back roads and the small 
towns of rural America. Wherever he stopped, he says 
he enjoyed talking to the locals. "America is amazingly 
diverse, with so many things to see and people to 
meet. Almost everywhere I went, people greeted me 
warmly and wanted to hear my story about travelling 
across their country. They were genuinely interested in 
understanding what an outsider thought about where 
they lived." 

Gary of course met many bikers on the road. "Bikers 
the world over are a special bunch of people, who are 
willing to help you if they can" says Gary. "I recall one 
meeting in Lake Placid where I huddled together with 
a group of bikers under a hotel canopy to escape the 
torrential rain. Thirty minutes after chatting with these 
guys, one of them offered me his house to stay in when 
he realised I would be passing through his home town. 
He wouldn't be there, but he trusted me enough to let 
me use his house. Many believe bikers to be an anti¬ 
social breed, but in truth, exactly the opposite is true." 

Finding great roads to ride was a must. Gary's 
pre-trip research meant he would get to ride some 


of America's most stunning roads. "The Million Dollar 
Highway in near Ouray in Colorado is spectacular, 
but the Beartooth Pass, on the border of Wyoming 
and Montana, is just breathtaking." Gary also took 
his Harley-Davidson to the top of the highest road in 
America, at Mount Evans on the outskirts of Denver. 
"Like most bikers, I like to stay away from long straight 
roads and seek out those that twist and turn, and 
inevitably this meant I spend a great deal of time in 
the Rocky Mountain states." The map of the route that 
Gary took certainly bears this out and explains why he 
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was able to ride over 21,000 miles crossing a country 
that is a little over 3,000 miles at its widest point. His 
route bizarrely snakes through the western half of the 
country as he sought out the most wonderful roads in 
the mountains. 

Asked what were the most memorable places 
he visited on the trip and Gary hesitates. "There 
were so many, but Monument Valley, with its rock 
buttes sticking out of the red sandy ground was 
very impressive and moving. Being at the Sturgis 
Motorcycle Rally with half-a-million bikers was a blast." 
Gary made many on-board videos of some of the best 
roads and places he visited and these can be seen on 
his website www.GarySFrance.com 
His Harley-Davidson Road King proved to be an ideal 
motorcycle for the trip and other than needing the 
normal servicing and replacement tyres, performed 
exceptionally well. Before leaving London, Gary had 
the bike repainted with portraits of 1940's and 1950's 
actresses and the motorcycle became known as The 
Leading Ladies'. He says after riding the motorcycle 
on such a memorable journey, he will never be able to 
part with it. 

* The road trip was such a huge 

success that Gary wanted to record it 
in some way. His coffee-table sized 
book'France In America'certainly 
niAHCE America does that well. It is a visually 

stunning 400-page volume offering 
a unique mix of Americana, travel, motorcycling and 
a useful guide to anyone thinking of taking a US road 


trip. Full of his own photographs, it is a beautifully 
crafted book that is both entertaining and as a 
reference point for anyone wishing to discover more 
about life on the road in America. The book is only 
available from Gary's website www.GarySFrance.com 

The book will resonate with many. Not just those 
who wish they could make such a once-in-a-lifetime 
road trip, but also with the many men who have faced 
the unspoken uncertainties and reassessments of 
midlife. 

This is not only a detailed guide about where to go 
and what to see in the USA. It is also a personal story 
of one person seizing the moment - a living testimony 
to the maxim that travel is not so much about the 
destination as it is about the journey itself. One man 
living his dream, and carefully cornering through the 
opportunities that midlife presents. 

For Gary, the trip met and exceeded all of his 
expectations. "America is a remarkable country and 
riding its roads on a motorcycle is a fantastic way to see 
spectacular places and to meet very special people. If 
you are thinking of making such a journey, I would say 
take the opportunity to do something extraordinary 
and just do it. You certainly won't regret it!" 

Gary only wishes he had done one thing differently 
and that was not to see all fifty states. Maybe one day 
he will come back and ride the states he missed. ■ 
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RIDER READING 



In search of 
Greener Grass 


It's spring and time to think about travel to exotic or not so 
exotic locations. Mongolia may be a bit further than most of 
us aim for but Graham Field gives us a taste of the delights 
that exist in these off-beat locations. By Graham Field 

I accidently brought a £700 bike off eBay then half intentionally 
did a 15,000 mile journey east, past my ambitious destination of 
Mongolia. The low budget trip was not a self imposed endurance 
test, more like confirmation that even with minimal research and 
resources dream fulfilment is perfectly achievable. 

Now at last I'm on the right side of the river and on the right road, which 
was next to the petrol station I filled up at forty miles and four hours ago. 
Finally my instincts win over vodka induced advice, but it was the only 
advice available in this strange post noon Western Mongolian town. A 
place full of overlanders who still have 29 days left on their visas. It was not 
the untamed wilderness I had anticipated. More the resting place of the 
motorcycle adventurer, squeezed through the hourglass of boarder control 
from Altai Russia. 

A local man chatted to me as I loaded my bike this morning and then 
gifted to me his enviably detailed map. This changes everything. As 
soon as I get going on my alternative road of choice, I'm stopped by the 
police.The presidential convoy is coming down this road soon and until 
they pass apparently I'm not going to be going anywhere. When the last 
car of the motorcade passes and before the dust has settled I'm allowed 
to go. And this is it; my first full day in Mongolia. The road is incredible; I 
can see why the president would want to travel it. I follow rivers through 


valleys; on the horizon are snowy 
mountain ranges. No signs of life, 
or civilisation, just a vast, endless, 
timeless land. 

Sometimes it seems like I've been 
here before. It's just how I imagined 
it to be, only more so.The scenery is 
distracting but the road is bad. My 
bike is taking a pounding, I wonder 
if it will even get me to Ulan Bator 
let alone past it, but in some ways 
I don't really care because I've 
reached my destination and I'm 
loving every mile of it. 

I stop by a river I've been running 
alongside; there is no sound, no 
pollution, just a river with sandy 
banks.Then what looks so beautiful 
from the side of the road crosses in 
front of me. It's a wide river and it's 
got some very deep ravines. A 4x4 
van has tried to cross it and is stuck 
in the current. It's the first vehicle I 
have seen since I left the town and 
it's stuck. With my boots off I walk 
back and forth, looking for a hidden 
boulder that will have me off. It's 
my first unavoidable river crossing. 

I'm experiencing increased 
fulfilment that I have made it this 
far with a bike that, even adorned 
with a collection of second-hand 
parts and accessories amounts to 
only £2,000. I'm so glad my bike 
does not own me. This trip is done 
on a budget out of necessity but 
I'm continually reaping the rewards 
of the freedom of having nothing 
much to lose. 

I approach a tiny village: it's a 
square of huts, wooden buildings, 
with roofs of corrugated iron and 
positioned like a sleeping wagon 
train to keep intruders out. But 
if that was the idea behind the 
design there is no evidence of it 
in the hospitality I receive. I go 
into the little shop that sells shoes 
and clothes, no bread, but dried 
noodles. Even here they have 
dried noodles. I have carried dried 
noodles I bought from Tesco's 
for nine weeks and 9,500 miles 
as an emergency food and they 
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RIDER READING 


are available here. It's not that the 
noodles I carried were heavy but 
they take up precious space in my 
panniers. Well, I'll know next time; 
noodles for dinner then, it would 
appear. 

Today the track starts dry and 
dusty, then grassy and rocky, over 
clear streams and through boggy 
mud. It's breathtaking: yurts and 
herders on horseback with their 
blushed cheeks and puzzled 
expressions which crack into smiles 
as soon as I smile at them. These 
hardened faces are so ready to 
show their friendliness. I just have 
to be the one to initiate it and 
waves are exchanged when smiles 
are too far away to be seen. And my 
smile is so big, it is in scale with this 
immense, wild and diverse land. I 
feel like a wide mouth frog and I 
don't see the point of not being 
one. 

This area is so unspoilt only goats 
cross my path and the shadows 
of eagles overhead (eagles? Don't 



they eat wide mouth frogs? I bet they don't see a lot of them round here). 

I'll keep my flip up helmet down. 

I'm having possibly the best day's riding I have ever had, the most fun 
you can have in first and second gear. I cross countless rivers and streams, 
over mountains, between ruts, through bogs, over rocks and beyond 
every peak another view that leaves me knowing that only witnessing this 
first hand will ever really do it justice. Rolling green hills, fir trees and fresh 
snowy mountain tops. Its beauty is so inviting and not the inhospitable 
climate I was expecting. Well not today. 

There are no other overlanders; I did see two Australian hikers on the side 
of the track who hadn't seen another westerner in ten days, lucky them. 


Know where your 
loved one is 24/7 

Protect your bike and valuable kit with the cost-effective 
MotoTracker Security System. If your motorbike moves, 
without your knowledge, it will just simply text you. 




If your bike is stolen, phone our FREE helpline and we will talkyou 
through the process of reporting and recovering your machine. 

Also included in the kit: Two RFID (Radio Frequency IDentity) 
Microchips and four Anti-Deterrent Anti-Tamper Holographic ID 
Tags which should deter any motorcycle thief. 

* SIM Card not included. Optional SIM Card set up service available for £20 including £10 phone credit. 


THEKIT 


1 x GPS Tracker 
1 x Mains Charger 
1 x Motorbike Power Unit 
2x Back-up Batteries 
1 x Magnetic Case 
1 x Waterproof Cover 

1 x Lifetime registration on the NMPR 
4x Tamper-proofHolographicTags 

2 x RFID Microchips that can be read 

by scanners used by the Police and 
Trading Standards. 

PLUS: UK based support and warranty. 



The complete kit is just £149 plus £3.50 P&P. Optional SIM card fitting and set up service available. 

For more information call: 01892 710954 

Order online: www.mototracker.co.uk or via paypal: info@mototracker.co.uk or send your details 
and cheque to: 'MotoTracker; Friars Gate Farm, Mardens Hill, Crowborough, East Sussex. TN61XH 


M(3&tracker 

mototracker.co.u k 
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'Ya know watts app nen in da crick eet?' 

'What cricket?' I haven't seen a TV in probably three weeks. 

What a strange and stereotypical encounter. Probably a 
hallucination. 

Out of the blue, eagle-territory sky, a seagull appears. It's 
so unexpected and puts a song in my head. I take tracks with 
confidence, cross rivers with hope. The map seems quite 
accurate, a huge lake appears, and the two-wheel track turns into 
a proper trail, not sealed but established. I had definitely strayed 
off the tourist trail and I appreciated every authentic mile of it. 

Thinking outside the guidebook, that's where I like to take my 
trips. The trails are smooth and plentiful, they criss-cross each 
other and I give my front wheel the freedom to choose the path 
it wants to take whilst I watch the scenery go by. I don't recall 
such a perfect ride; I am literally enjoying every moment of it. The 
music in my head, the deep blue sky, the beauty that surrounds 
me and a comfortable temperature. I punch at the air, yell out 
of my visor. (A trait that would generally generate the feeling of 
annoyance in any other peaceful environment but it's the only 
reaction that can express itself beyond my helmet, and it has to 
be expressed, it's too overwhelming to keep stumm, I am after 
all, a wide mouth frog). 

The map's accuracy increases my confidence in my navigational 
skills. There should be a left turn in 18kmsand sure enough 
the road forks. Then I need the next left in 25kms but it doesn't 
materialise. I pass a dried white salt lake. I'm supposed to be 
north of that. I've come too far. I go back past the camels and 
do a right. That should take me in the right direction. It sort of 
works; I make my own road and find some tyre tracks in the grass, 
they lead to dirt and then split into three tracks, it's a Mongolian 
motorway and almost continues in the right direction, almost 
but not quite. Until I go here'pathfinder'was just a phrase. I want 
to be going south-east and I am going south. I want that setting 
sun to be shining on my shoulder out of my field of vision not on 
my arm. It teases a little in an easterly direction and then goes 


south again. 

There comes a point when I have to admit 
I have simply got it wrong. I'm not where I 
think I am and at dusk I climb a hill to try to 
see the big lake by 
the small town to 
give me a sense of 
direction. I'm not 
sure if what I see is 
hope or a mirage 
but regardless of its 
manifestation it's so 
much further north 
than it should be. 

So I make camp. 

This for me is 
adventure; it's just why I came. I ride around 
my designated overnight stop; I do see 
something that could be a road east to follow 
tomorrow. It may be a dry river bed but it's 
rideable whatever it is. Well tonight to avoid 
insomnia it will be classified as readable 
because I know full well that my riding 
abilities in sand are as developed as my 
knowledge of pension plans.Tomorrow, like 
a cowboy in the Wild West, I will make a route 
that feels like the right direction and see if I'm 
right or not. ■ 
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Ride it Right 



O nce again the Firefighters 
at Haslemere Fire Station 
are hosting their Safer 
Motorcycling Show better 
known as'Ride It Right'. 

The event scheduled for 2nd 
June 2013 at Haslemere Fire 
Station, west street Haslemere 
GU27 2AP will be their 8th event 
aimed at targeting the reduction 
of KSI's (Killed & Seriously Injured) 
on Surrey's roads. 

Admission on the day is free 
and there will be motorcycle 
main dealers and motorcycling 
merchandise on offer from an 
array of local businesses. 

The event offers lots of safety 
input from the'Bikesafe'team 
and guidance of how to deal with 
motorcycling accidents from 
'South East Coast Ambulance 


Technicians'. There will be an 
opportunity to have your tyres 
safety checked by'Rubber Ranch', 
tips on spanners free maintenance 
from a motorcycle mechanic and 
you can grab yourself some tea, 
coffee, burgers & ice cream that 


will be available all day.The 
show starts at 10am and will finish 
at 4pm. 

All motorcyclists are welcome, 
no matter what you ride or where 
you live, just come along and 
support this worthwhile event. 


QRICEIS.COM 


Quick Response I.C.E. Information Stickers 



Quick Response (QR) and In Case of Emergency (I.C.E) are two popular standards 
/ technologies that we have uniquely married together to create a new information 
safety product. 

Originating from barcodes typically used to point at websites when scanned, we 
embed I.C.E text in the codes giving the the idea of Quick Response In-Case of 
Emergency Information Stickers on helmets. 

Primarily aimed at motorcyclists, these can be used by cyclists, ski-ers, walkers, anyone 
outside and vulnerable. 


The advantages 
of QRICIES 

• No need to remove the 
helmet or move injured 
person to identify them 

• Informs loved ones/ 

Next of Kin quickly 

• Incorporates the 
internationally recognised 
ICE symbol/ system 

• Simple, basic information 
supplied by customers 
themselves 

• High quality laminated 
vinyl sticker, resistant to 
weather, chemicals and 
scratches 


Cost effective, currently £> 7.99 for four stickers delivered. Club discounts available. 

Great reaction from paramedics, fire services, traffic police and motorcycling 
organisations. Our aim is to have the system recognised so that first responders can 
act accordingly and hopefully transmit useful information as quickly as possible, 
especially to loved ones. 


www.QBICEIS.com • info@QRICEIS.co.uk • @QRICIES 


• QR Scanner App freely 
downloadable 

• No phone signal required 

• A 5 Op donation to a charity 
of customers’ choice 
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in |Jdi i z, ui i h-lii June zu i 1,01 yiuup ui nine 

motorcyclists on Triumph Bonnevilles, and 
two support vehicles left Kitchener Barracks 
in Chatham to begin a ride which took two 
years of planning, and fund raising. Written 

by Dave Muckle 


CAPE II 
CHARITT RIDE 


T he next morning we were picked up by 

coach and driven to Poznan, the last resting 
place of 48 of the escapees, the main reason 
for the trip was to pay our respects to those that 
were murdered following the escape. 

At this point I need to tell you a story. We had a 
guest with us by the name of Colin Kirby-Green, 
his father Sqn LdrThomas Kirby-Green was no 23 
through the tunnel who 
never got back to camp 
alive. Colin had never seen 
his father's grave and at 
73 it was probably his last 
chance, he travelled in one 
of the support vehicles and 
made the whole trip. 

Travelling with Colin's 
father was Flying Officer 
Gordon Kidder RCAF who 


was shot with him in Hrabuvka, Czech Republic. His 
nephew, and his son, flew over from Canada and 
joined us at Zagan. 

First into the cemetery were Colin and Gordon, we 
wanted to give them time on their own to pay their 
respects and do what they needed to do. We followed 
and it was at this point that it became an emotional 
time. We had studied the victims prior to departure - 
especially Roger Bushell and there in front of us was 
his, and 47 other graves. 

We laid wreaths on every grave and the two Polish 
officers who accompanied us bought along a small 
cannon and fired a five shot salute, something we 
knew nothing about until we got there. From there 
we had a two hour coach trip back to Zagan. 

During the following day we visited the museum 
to the escape run by two local lads in their early 
20's.They have no backing from the local council or 
government but have made a real good go of it. We 
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visited the site of Tunnel Harry and followed the route 
taken to the local train station by the escapees, all of 
which is the same as it was over 60 yrs ago. 

That night we returned to the tunnel at the time of 
day the escape started, Colin read out a letter written 
by his father on the morning of the escape. They had a 
way of writing in those days and it was very emotional 
for everyone there. That night, six of us spent the 
night in the replica of Hut 104 which is furnished as 
it was in the day, with the original stove in the corner 
with a tunnel beneath, and two cut bed slats to lift it. 

Day 10 saw us depart Poland and head back into 
Germany. Colin and Gordon on the other hand 
headed to Hrabuvka, the site of his father's murder. 

We had discovered by chance, before we left UK, 
that the local people had erected a memorial to the 
two men 18 years previously. They held an annual 
memorial service and Colin wanted to see the spot 
and thank them personally. 

First stop for us was Dresden for our leader 'Spud' 
who's father was a 
Lancaster Pilot who took 
part in the bombing of the 
city. From there it was on 
to Colditz Castle. 

The block that homed 
the Germans during the 
war is now a hostel and 
our beds for the night, we 
rode the bikes into the 
castle and went to get 
changed for our tour. We 
were a bit late but we had 
an extended tour which 
took nearly two hours to do. The guide Stephy was 
excellent and had us climbing fences to see parts that 
your normal visitor wouldn't. An evening meal in the 
town that night was just what the doctor ordered 
after what had been eaten - or not, in Poland. 

Day 11 was a long ride down to Berchetsgaden, the 
site of Hitler's Bavarian hide away. We didn't 
arrive until gone 6pm and had been riding in 
the rain for the last 2-3 hours, so any visiting 
had to be put off till morning. When we woke 
on Day 12 it was persistently raining, on top of 
that we discovered you now have to go up the 
mountain by coach which would have taken 
at least two hours and we couldn't afford to 
take that long so we had to move on. 

The rain stopped and we spent the rest of 
the day riding some of the best roads you 
can imagine on the German/Austrian border 
across to another special place, the site of the 
filming of the motorcycle action for the film 


outside a village near Fussen. We had a replica bike 
built for the trip and wanted to get photos of it in the 
same places as those in the film. It took 3 hrs to find 
the sites and get finished which delayed us getting to 
our overnight stop in Austria. 

After a good night's rest with great food and a few 
beers we rose to bright sunshine and Day 12. We had 
dry roads which was fantastic because today we were 
going to ride the Stelvio Pass. It's a famous road in the 
biking world, 15 miles from top to bottom with 48 
hairpin corners - not including going down the other 
side. I had ridden it before but I was the only one, and 
it was the only time that we got split as a group of 
riders. 

Three of us got a bit carried away and rode rather 
quickly to the top. It wasn't planned but as we got 
further up the speed increased and it was fantastic. 

We were buzzing when we got up there and were 
soon getting a lot of attention from the locals. Again 
some would be from the vehicles with the logos, 

which we sent up ahead 
so the photographer 
could get set up, but for 
some reason they couldn't 
believe that we had ridden 
up there on these bikes at 
all? When we told them we 
had already ridden those 
bikes 2000 miles to get 
there it didn't compute 
at all. 

We must have spent at 
least two hours up there, 
kicking in the snow, eating, 
buying souvenirs as you do and we were off. We came 
down on the Umbrail Pass which is as twisty but 
narrower and with 38 hairpins just as much fun. We 
rode via Davos in Switzerland, through Lichtenstein to 
a town called Feldkirch where we spent the night in 
another hostel, only this one was a former 16 century 
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leper colony....nice! 

Day 13 and we had a long ride ahead of us, 
we were heading to Trier but had to make 
a call near Ramstein, we planned on laying 
a wreath on the spot that Roger Bushell 
was murdered. Firstly we had to call into 
Friedrichshafen to meet up with the guys who 
had gone to Hrabuvka, they had ridden direct 
and spent the night there waiting for us. 

We rode around the Bodensee and picked 
up the motorway, we wanted to make some 
time up to give us a chance ofgettingtothe 
murder site and meet with a guy who had 
located the spot for us. We left the motorway 
after an hour and headed through the Black 
Forest, we stopped in Neustadt for dinner 
before riding on to the B500 - another bikers' 
ride. We rode about 15 miles through fast 
sweeping curves and slower hairpins to 
Baden Baden, then we hit the problems. 

It began raining - hard, and on top of that 
the B10 we were riding was chocker with 
traffic, the Germans were doing works on 
ALL the bridges on that road at the same 
time....and there's a lot of them. We had 
to stop for fuel and only having my leather 
trousers on, I got soaked and had a serious 
sense of humour failure which everyone 
thought was funny for some reason? 

Refuelled and back on the road we got 
onto the nearest motorway and followed 
that intoTrierand our overnight stop in 
another hostel, we never did make the 
murder site as we lost so much time we had 
to keep going. It was the only point of the 
trip we didn't manage to do, as lead rider I 
was well miffed but nothing could be done. 

Day 14 was our final day in that we had a 
duty to perform, at 8pm that night we were 
taking part in the Last Post Ceremony at 
the Menin Gate in Ypres.The most boring 
day for riding on the whole trip, straight 


never ending roads but we HAD to be ontime. En-route we met 
with four members of the Belgian branch of the Blue Kinights 
Motorcycle Club, a club made up of serving and ex serving 
Police officers, be that MOD, British Transport Police or civilian. 

Four of our guys are members so it was a nice touch and in 
the end we needed them, after stopping at the Menin Gate for 
photos with the bikes - in the rain, we had to get to our hotel. 
The problem was that the centre of Ypres had been dug up, a lot 
of roads were closed and we couldn't find a way around it so the 
boys in blue just moved the cones! 

We eventually got there and had time for a quick beer and 
shower before heading up to the gate. Spud (Police) and Dog 
(RAF) had the uniforms on as they were laying the wreaths, I had 
my RBLR waistcoat and beret on, Gramps, Cookie and Muddy had 
their B Knights waistcoats while the rest of the team were in their 
civvies. Ceremony done we headed off for some food as we hadn't 
eaten since lunch, a few beers then bed. 

The final day and we were heading home but as we were 
leaving the heavens opened, and it stayed with us most of the 
way to Dunkerque but it didn't dampen our spirits. On board 
the ferry we were again invited up to the bridge but had a 
surprise when we came back down, the ship's purser presented 
us with a cheque for £1000 towards our charities. After hitting 
the ground we had been split so after about 15 minutes we 
were back together and headed for our finish point at the Royal 
Engineers'Museum in Chatham, Kent. 

We were joined by members of the RBLR and RATS again for 
the ride back, they stayed with us to the edge of the town and 
rode ahead so we could ride in as a team. Our families, the local 
TV and press and our main sponsor who had supplied all the 
bikes'free of charge', Laguna Motorcycles were waiting for us 
with the traditional bottles of bubby and nibbles. 

Overall it was a fantastic trip, we saw and learned a lot, rode 
some fantastic roads and made friendships for life. By the end 
we had ridden 3000 miles and at the end of counting we had 
raised £17,000 for the Royal British Legion, Help for Heroes and 
other military charities. 

The interest shown by riders before during and after has led 
to myself and Spud taking the trip on as a new venture, and 
run it as a tour open to all. Obviously it's not free but if you 
would be interested in coming along see our website at 
www.greatescapetours.org and fill in the form online. ■ 
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Top Brands, Huge Stock, Fast Delivery .. 

www.wemoto.com 01273 597072 


Unit 7, Grange Road Industrial Estate, Albion Street, Southwick, 
Brighton, West Sussex, BN424EN, UK 



Helmets 
Textiles 
Boots 
Gloves 
Kevlar leans 
Heated Kit 
Ladies Gear 
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Luke Fletcher 



As usual, the REME Army Team put on a great 
event with excellent organisation on what 
turned out to be a very hard day. The course 
deteriorated as the event wore on and the pain 
was etched not only on man, but also machine 
and many finished without brakes due to the 
wet, deep sand and its abrasion effect. 
Editorial and photos: TeamSnapper 



EXPERT CLASS: Kev Murray, who has not ridden 
in over 2 years due to work commitments, made a 
very bold statement for the coming season today. 
"I'm Back" with class and overall victory although 
pushed by Arran Poolman. Arran retired earlier and 
the wee Scott Altass pursued and strangled his 125 
KTM to within an inch of its life but could not match 
Kev. He made 2nd place his, 3rd went to Andrew Bull, 
who we don't see that often, but once he found his 
feet in the sand he looked happy and content. 4th 


went to Kyle Jacobs who I know nothing about, but 
he can certainly ride and we look forward to seeing 
him again. 5th went to my good friend and part 
time comedian, the ever smiling and cheerful Dave 
Downes. He battled all day, rode superbly and was 
supported by brother and Beth, who spent most of 
the day building sandcastles.Team REME rider Craig 
Altass was 6th and did not seem like he was having 
fun by the look of his clenched teeth as he whizzed 
on by each lap. Max Varney DNF due to the new 250 
Yamaha being too powerful for him.... only kidding, 
Max was riding well until his chain buggered off. 

VETERAN CLASS: Jason Morris, Kevin Reordan 
and Steve White battled all day with all completing 
10 laps and not a lot separating them. The sheer 
aggression of Jason gave him the victory, with Kevin 
taking second and Steve a very close 3rd. I expected 
more from Steve as the youngest veteran out there, 
although not the slimmest or fittest, he wore his 
brakes down to nothing. Well Steve, my friend, you 
don't need brakes at your speed. 4th went to a very 
enthusiastic Richard Benham who used to ride as 
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regularly as clockwork and, hopefully after this, we 
will see more of him. His brother Gary, who was also 
riding well until he started thinking about that TV 
programme Splash, diving with Tom Daley. Gary did a 
treble pike over the bars and into the icy water, it was 
game over although I did mark him an 8/10, it would 
have been higher but his legs were slightly apart. 

CLUBMAN CLASS: Tristan Robinson has produced 
some great results recently and looks a very different 
rider from 12 months ago. He looks heavier and fitter, 
so maybe that has made the difference with a great 
victory here, James DeMerist coming 2nd. He did all 
he could to chase Tristan but the little 125 struggled 

at times in the 
deep wet sand 
and it was being 
throttled to its 
near death. 3rd 
went to Matthew 
Joyce, 4th Tom 
Harbon, 5th 
Richard Ball, 6th 
to the mean 
green machine 
rider Tom Kear, 
who rides like he 
is being chased 
by the law. He 
is all right hand 
and big balls, but 


it works and is great to watch. Adam Playford, who 
came 8th, travelled all the way from Norwich for this 
event. It never ceases to amaze me what people will 
do to get out of Norwich for the day! Matt Hubbard 
was 9th, not long back from The Tough One, EnduroX 
and Docklands and must have found this quite tame 
as he fell off in front of me (Only Joking Matt). John 
Brown was relishing the conditions until he broke 
his bike...oops, I mean his wife's bike! Barry Keeys was 
there, despite the popular belief he wasn't, but he has 
become the one lap wonder. 

SPORTSMAN CLASS: Luke Fletcher is one to 
watch for the future as he's one of the new Team 
REME development riders and, with 10 laps to 
take victory, sure proves Team REME have a great 
training/schooling regime. In reality they beat him 
daily to within an inch of his life and told him to 
win, as when he left the start line he was off like a 
scalded cat. Macies Berdysz was 3nd with 9 laps 
and 3rd went to Mick Parsons, who also needs 
diving lessons, as his double twist pike was a mere 
6/10. James Hyde was 4th, another Team REME 
development rider, now in solitary confinement 
due to not finishing on the podium. 5th went to 
Rob Giles, who rode as only Rob rides, watching 
him can only be described as painful. He never the 
less always gets results, go Rob go. 6th went to Ian 
Griffiths, who has the most pained expression on 
his face when he rides, and I dread to think what he 
looks like on the vinegar stroke. 
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So what does that mean? Blissful happiness or mid-life crisis? Well, for many of us it 
simply means that what hair we used to have on top of our head simply vanishes, 
only to reappear just about everywhere else. But theoretically at least, when we hit 
40, we are meant to enter a new age of maturity, comfortable in our own skin, with 
some level of justifiable self-assurance. Paddy Tyson. 


I t's the sort of thing that's been happening to 
the Motorcycle Action Group; our maturity as 
an organisation means that our campaigning 
is becoming more effective in many ways. We 
are now 40 years old after all. One advantage 
is that the bike industry, as well as politicians, 
have been noticing our lobbying prowess. Big 
names are now putting their weight behind MAG 
and recognising that if riders aren't protected 
and if motorcycling itself doesn't have a voice, 
the motorcycle industry simply won't have any 
customers. 

Continental Tyres is a perfect example, as is 
Silkolene Oils, both of whom have decided to 
demonstrate their support of MAG by becoming 
corporate members. I'm pleased to say that we 
even have the support of our first motorcycle 
manufacturer; AJP, the Portuguese builder of funky 
125 and 250 Supermotos and dirt bikes. 

But what does that actually mean for riders or for 
campaigns? Well in the first instance, it means that 
bike politics can gain a much wider audience. As 
these big companies are proud to be associated 
with MAG, they see the value of getting the word 
out when we need help publicising campaigns. 
There are nearly 1.3 million registered bikes in 
the UK and only about 65,000 of their owners are 
members of MAG, so in order for riders to remain 
informed and make educated decisions, riders/ 
readers must first gain access to information about 


what's going on. Knowledge, as they say, is power. 

Given SEB's support of MAG, I'm sure you're 
keeping up-to-date on what new legislation may 
be rearing its head in Westminster or Brussels and 
how it may affect the motorcycling we all know and 
love. But one of MAG's biggest struggles has always 
been to get the rest of the bike press interested in 
political stories, and although some of them now 
see the value, others don't. If politics doesn't interest 
bikers, why did 40,000 come out to protest eighteen 
months ago, about planned EU laws which were 
aiming to halt bike power-train modification? I grant 
you, reporting politics can be pretty dull, but it 
affects every single one of us as bikers. Why should 
someone else decide what sprockets we use, or 
what clothes we should wear? If MAG had a million 
members, do you think the bureaucrats would feel 
they could ignore motorcycling then? 

MAG is the only voice working to defend riders' 
interests at local and national level in the UK, 
and actively representing British riders in Europe 
through FEMA. We have regular contact with 
politicians and government departments, affecting 
new legislative ideas BEFORE they become law, 
because it's a hell of a lot easier to alter or kill off a 
bad idea when it is still just an idea, than it is when 
it's become law. We even have MPs and Lords as 
MAG members! The more we are involved on the 
inside, the more we make a tangible difference. 

But big companies like Continental tyres can 
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Join MAG in 2013 

_ Tbl: 01926 844084 www.mag-uk.org 





help MAG get the word out and help ensure we 
continue to 'let the rider decide'. They can also 
help us celebrate our 40th birthday, because 40 
years ago, as the Tory Government led Britain 
into Europe and the Twin Towers were completed 
in New York, the Motorcycle Action Group 
was founded in a house in Bedfordshire, as an 
organisation "opposed to all oppressive and 
discriminatory legislation aimed at motorcycling." 

We still hold that ideal and Continental Tyres 
have supplied adventure travel DVDs to give 
away as gifts to riders who feel the same way. So 
if you haven't got around to joining MAG, now's 
your chance to get a great deal; £25 worth of 
free viewing. 

Come to one of our 40th parties this year, 
they're happening all over the country and the 
sun always shines on the righteous, but bring a 
hat if your hair's as thin as mine. Happy 40th! 

See www.mag-uk.org for details of events 
and how to join us. 01926 844064 


and get £25 

of Adventure 
Motorcycling 
DVDs... 

ABSOLUTELY FREE! 


Continental tyres am? helping 
MAG celebrate ou r 40th birthday! 
Join MAG today, help us fight 
anti-bike legislation AND enjoy 
the Mirk Sanders Parallel World 
DVD series as a gift frarn 
Continental Tyres. 

Conti & MAG 

Keepiffg Rider h On The Road 


i Continental 




Service • Repairs • Tyres m 
Track Day Preparations 

IAAI lYVnfi?^ [Vnn /ArrtfTvrfirrinrrr^vTini J /i 


17 Years Main Dealer Experience 


V !)■ •- 

Tel: 01825 890313. Mobile: 07710 784876 
Email: everest.motorcycles@yahoo.co.uk 
k ■ > Visit: www.everestmotorcycles.co.uk 

/'^ Unit 3a, The Oaks Farm Workshops, 

< A Framfield, East Sussex. TN22 5PN 

^ f V . 


Bring this advert with you and get a MOT for JUST £25! 
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TRACK] 


Ever seen a Moto Guzzi Norge 
on the track? Here's one on 
the circuit at Almeria in Spain. 
It's a long story, I'll begin at a 
beginning 


By Eliza Richardson 


Ear 






II trips have an origin. I think this one can 
be traced to early 2010, when the Bloke 
bought a GSXR1000, in the depths of a cold 
and snowy winter. He then took up track days. 
This forced me to buy a Triumph 675 in retaliation, 
so that I could join in. 

Fast forward to early summer 2012. The man 
is away, working in the USA for a long spell, but 
hankering after two wheels. I'm having as much 
fun as only a girl with three working Guzzis and a 
bright yellowTriumph can possibly have, despite 
the weather. When he emailed to say Terry Everest 
(Everest motorcycles) had proposed getting a group 
together to go to Almeria Circuit, Southern Spain; I 
replied that if it could be combined with a holiday, 
that is our idea of a holiday — a road trip on bikes, 
and fitted round the remainder of the Bloke's touring 
2012 schedule, then I was willing to be coerced. 

The track deal comprised four days on the circuit, 
four nights b&b in a resort apartment, your bike, 
your track kit, tool box and a chair being taken to 
the circuit. You had to find your own way there, in 
our case via the scenic route.There was a good deal 
of weighing of bags and transferring of kit between 
bags in our house, mainly from his bag into mine. 

At the beginning of September, the Bloke returned 
from the USA. We did take the bikes to Wales the 
moment he got back, but it just reaffirmed the need 
for two wheeled entertainment. 

He bought maps and we started route planning; 
picking places to visit and finding hotels.The 


balancing act between my urge to rush round seeing 
everything I can and the Bloke's (not unreasonable) 
dislike of moving on every day and having to find a 
place to stay when you get to a town was struck. 

Tickets for the Portsmouth — Bilbao ferry, out of 
season drop in price considerably, or so we found 
and that was the clinching factor — evidently the 
'born agains'on BMWs,with their wives on pillion 
won't tour after the summer, when it might be wet. 
The ferry was booked, giving us ten days before 
the Almeria sessions commenced and four days 
afterwards to travel back. 

Madrid was to be avoided. We decided to go east. 
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ADVENTURES 



Cuenca looked interesting but was too far to reach from the ferry on 
the first night. Burgos was an obvious staging post. Cordoba had some 
historical places to visit, so that was to be next.Then a chance comment 
from Dave Racer, suggesting he knew of a "great hotel, overlooking 
the Alhambra"in Granada and our plans for the outbound leg were 
complete. 

The road bikes (his Kawasaki ZZR 1200 and my Moto Guzzi Norge) and 
the track bikes (the aforementioned Suzuki GZXR and 675 aka the evil 
little black bike) were serviced and prepared for the trip. 

The timing fitted — just. Terry was enlisted to deliver the track bikes 
and our kit to Focused Events, as the dispatch date from their depot was 
well after we left the country. The bikes returned to the UK the day before 
the Bloke left for Japan. 

Our trip did not get off to an auspicious start. We were awoken at 08.00 
on the Saturday morning with an announcement that the ferry would 
terminate in Brest. The stabilisers weren't working and the Bay of Biscay 
was rough. For the geographically vague, Brest is the wrong end of the 
wrong country - it's about as far west as you can get in Brittany, Northern 
France, without falling in the sea. It is also a container port; not set up to 
disembark the contents of a large vehicle ferry. Combine that with the 
fact that most had hit the bar that evening, thinking they had a day to 
recover (and there but for the grace of... we follow, as we were far too 
tired to stay up late) and we didn't get off that boat until 13.00. There 
were words, unrepeatable words. 

Two unforeseen, long rides ensued. Nerves and tempers were a tad 
frayed when we checked into a cheap hotel on the Bordeaux ring road, 
but at least we were on bikes designed to eat miles for breakfast, then ask 
for more — unlike the chaps on trial bikes, equipped with spare petrol 
cans, who were bound for Morocco. We were in Bourgos, only 16 hours 
late and somewhat frazzled, but Brittany Ferries did offer a reasonable 
refund to cover costs. With a start like that a trip can only improve. 

The hotel, Norte El Londres is right in the middle of the pedestrian 
area and wouldn't cancel the night we didn't stay, but they were 
accommodating enough to allow us to move the booking forward a 


couple of weeks. We stayed 
there on the return journey 
without additional charge. 

Burgos is nearly 3,000ft up, so 
the mornings can be cold and C 
had scrape ice of off the saddles 
before we started off the next 
morning. 

By the time we had reached the 
plains to the east of Madrid it was 
warmer, temperatures and spirits 
rising as we headed south. A stop 
for tortilla, coffee/ hot chocolate 
and a look at a map, confirmed 
that the GPS was trying to route 
us via Madrid. By dint of a list 
of place names, subduing the 
map to tank bag size and setting 
one GPS for a random place in 
Guadalahara, whilst leaving the 
other on the route, soon put paid 
to that and we began to enjoy 
the quiet Sunday back roads 
through the land of Don Quixote 
and Sancho Panza. Eventually 
we arrived in Cuenca, which is 
famous for its historic hanging 
houses, built over a rock above 
the Fluecar River Gorge in the 
15th century and we spent a 
couple of days exploring. 

The ride to Cordoba was really 
great with over 100 miles of great 
mountain roads and very little 
or no traffic. It made us wonder 
why people do the Nurburgring, 
when all this is to be had for 
free and without a whole host 
of attendant coach loads of 
day trippers all over the bends, 
cars, and other people ticking 
something off a list. 

From Cordoba to Granada the 
ride was more sedate due to 
the weather.The final run in to 
Almeria was wet and dismal, but 
not as dismal as the faces of the 
BMW riders when we arrived at 
the track, who were sitting it out 
in the garages watching their 
track day wash away. 

We checked into the resort in 
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ADVENTURES 




Mojacar, which being 
out of season was 
predominately closed 
for winter but the 
restaurant opposite the 
resort was open and 
served reasonable food. 

We did the track session 
paperwork and were in 
bed well before the rest 
of Team Everest found 
the hotel, which was sometime 
after midnight, after a long and 
foggy drive across the mountains 
from the airport. 

Four days at the same circuit is 
well recommended. It allows the 
abject panic I experience before 
each trackday we do to dissipate a 
tad. Repeated sessions allow one 
to master each corner in turn and being in a group 
with others who are a lot more experienced was 
helpful. 

The first day on track, Wednesday, started wet. We 
changed wheels in the morning, to use wet tyres only 
to change back to cut slicks in the late afternoon, 
because the circuit was drying, but I started to learn 
the track. 

Thursday was much better weather wise. I was 
signed up for a rider clinic with Niall Mackenzie with 
whom I had ridden before. However without being 
asked, I was switched to Andrew Pitt, as Niall wasn't 
there. He may be a good rider, but I would certainly 
question his ability to pass on his knowledge. 

On the second circuit theTriumph developed a 
misfire and appeared to run out of fuel on the circuit. 
Embarrassing, but that wasn't the problem, it was the 
misfire. We decided to change the plugs. Terry (the 
Man who brings everything), produced a spare set 
and we lifted the tank. It appeared to jam and not go 
all the way up. 

One quick yank to get the tank to an upright 
position produced a loud and expensive sounding 
cracking noise, and a sudden flow of petrol. The extra 
physical effort had broken off the fuel outlet pipe. 
Apparently they only come with a complete pump, 
and there were no spares to be had. 

I figured I had a choice.. .1 could sit in a heap 
and feel cross and fed up that I had no bike, or feel 
pleased that I had cunningly bought a spare. It might 
not be a track bike, but the Norge is a bike and a 
brilliant one at that. I asked the organisers if they 


minded me taking the 
Norge on the track, and 
they said I could. All I 
had to do was swap the 
transponder, and the 
stickers. I rode the bike 
into the garage and Dave 
Racer let my tyres down 
(not maliciously, but 
grippy tarmac and fast 
speeds mean tyres need 
less air). I was away to have some 
fun. It was worth it purely for the 
look of total disbelief on the face of 
my instructor, when I rode that bike 
down the pit lane. 

Two halfdays riding the Norge 
on Almeria circuit was a 2012 
highlight. Whilst I was enjoying 
myself, the man who controlled 
the pit lane and lived locally, sourced a nonworking 
pump for a lot less that the eye watering 500 Euros 
it would cost for a new one. I needed the plastic, 
not the pump mechanism, so the two parts were 
combined and the non-functioning pump went into 
Terry's bag, for him to service and use as a spare. By 
Thursday afternoon the 675 was back in one piece, 
but I wouldn't have missed taking my Norge on the 
track. 

Team Everest left late afternoon on the final day, 
when the track sessions finished, but C and I stayed 
the night in the resort, to pack and recover. We left 
early the next day. 

The weather on the Sunday for the ride back was 
a touch bleak; and all the wet weather kit we had 
with us, plus thermals, warm gloves and light weight 
windproof gear (made by EDZ, it's great stuff) was 
the order of the day, for a soggy 300 plus mile ride 
north. We had chosen a town called Pastrana as 
our return trip stopping of point (just make sure 
that we didn't waste time in the Madrid traffic). We 
had the obligatory"point and hope"tapas lunch en 
route, always enjoyable. We came to the conclusion 
that Spanish riders are not that prepared for rain, 
when C noticed a number of them using bin bags as 
waterproofs. The trouble is they shred very quickly as 
the riders that we saw were rapidly finding out. 

The journey to Burgos and onto to Bilbao was 
uneventful, unless you can count a visit to the 
Guggenheim museum as an event — (come on its 
art) and the ferry home? It went to Portsmouth as 
planned. ■ 
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Evolution Paintwork 

All types of motorcycle paintwork 
and classic restoration undertaken 

Track day/race fairings 
Plastic repairs 
Accident repairs 

20 years panel beating 
& painting experience 

Martin Watts 
T: 07842 968863 

E: evolutionpaintwork@gmail.com 
W: www.evolutionpaintwork.co.uk 

Find me on Facebook 
Unit 6 Oaks Farm Workshops, Framfield, East Sussex, TN22 5PN 



Accessories and Kit 


Independent Dealer 

Bike bought for cash 



Full Workshop Facilities 
Tyres and MOTs 
New & Used Bikes 


Fast lane 
motorc rcus SoiSoJ 

01732 36 36 30 


88 Priory street, Tonbridge TN9 2AH 

WWW.FASTLANEMOTO.COM 

300 yards from Tonbridge Mainline Station 

Open: Tuesday - Friday 9.00-6.00 Saturday - 9.00-5.00 


South East Biker Magazine • www.southeastbiker.co.uk 


31 





THE POISONER 


6p 



111 put my hand up straight away. It's a fair cop. Guv! 

Whilst travelling through one of the New Forest 
villages, I scored two out often for observation but 
forty out of thirty on the Police van speed camera! 

Sure enough, a couple of weeks later a Notice of 
Intention to Prosecute landed with a rather expensive 
sounding slap on my doormat.To the combined 
sound of cursing and shredding I tore the thing open 
and found that there was an option of taking a driver 
training course on the document. This comes courtesy 
of the right'circumstances'of my offence, namely a 
previously clean licence and not excessively over the 
given speed limit where my offence took place. 

The cost would be £85 instead of the £60 fine plus 
it meant taking time off work, but the prospect of 
no points on my licence and the fact that my bike 
insurance was due in a matter of weeks clinched it. A 
good call too'cos one thing I found out on the course 
is that the average cost increase on your premium for 
'points bearers'is £50 per point! 

The day duly arrived and the three and a half hour 
course commenced at 09:15. So it only demands 
half a day off. In fact the course was actually fun and 
informative. They ask that the attendants arrive with 
an open mind and a willingness to participate but 
that was no problem. Everyone was very friendly, 
probably'cos we were all in the same boat! 

The two instructors, Bob and Brian, played it in a 
light hearted vein and were very professional. Both 
were long served ex-police, which was immediately 
obvious, even before the course got properly 
underway, when they began talking and the'police 
speak'came out. You know, they didn't travel, they 
proceeded, and accidents were incidents or RTA's. But 
that in no way detracted from the relevant and useful 
info they were imparting. 

20 bods were in attendance. Two were new drivers 
of only a couple of month's experience. They were 
saving three points because a second offence (police 
speak) meant having their licenses revoked. Not just 
taken away for a six month ban or some such but 



revoked, which would mean starting again after the 
period of the ban, fresh retaking of the tests and all! 

One kindred spirit emerged. A fellow biker. Tall guy 
with a goatee and tats who, like me, when we were 
asked to draw up reasons for speeding was the only 
other person to put FUN on his list! 

There were tea/coffee and biscuits mid morning 
and the course finished with a remote control quiz. 
Each person was issued with a little TV style remote 
control pad and pushed button A B C or D to answer 
questions displayed on the big screen. Thus it was 
anonymous so no one knew who it was when the odd 
'pillock'answer was submitted occasionally. 

A little certificate at the end and it's done. Three 
and a half hours, tea and bikkies at halftime and 
£85 saves three points and potentially £150 on my 
insurance premium. And I'll be honest, I learnt a few 
things too. I quite enjoyed the whole experience and 
no shame was attached to anyone. We were all there 
for the same reason and we knew it. Bob and Brian 
were good. They played up the safety aspect and very 
much down the enforcement (police speak). 

If you get caught, as I did, and are offered the 
option, it's a no brainer really. 

Biggest tip of the course? Observation. You must 
have seen that one coming, surely? 
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HONDA • DUCAH • KAWASAKI • SUZUKI • 

^ Quality used road bikes and trials specialist. 
Peugeot scooters. 

All you need for you and your bike. 
Spares, Tyres, Servicing and MOTs. 

Great selection of clothing and helmets. 

Gas Gas, Beta, Sherco trials specialist. / 
Expert advice and off road parts/accessories 

r 

SHOEI • ARAI • SIDI • SPADA • RST • HEBO • AIROH 
ALPINESTARS • OXFORD • MOTUL • CASTROL 

— Call: 01622 688727 / 01622 765791 

JNTfL 

MOTORCYCLE SERVICES LTD 

99-107 Upper Stone St, Maidstone, Kent. ME15 6HE 
Email: intabikes@btconnect.com 

www.intabikes.com 






m 


.30 


More than just passing 
your bike test! 

°6BT o A2°0AS o 

o IRS o ADVANCED ° BACK TO BIKING ° 
o TASTER SESSIONS ° FREE ASSESSMENTS ° 
LADIES ONLY DAYS 

DSA Approved Instructors 
covering Sussex, Surrey & Kent. 

Call today: 01342 890006 or 01444 891695 
Email: enquiries@mtssussex.co.uk 
Visit: www.mtssussex.co.uk 


rowoi 

Motorcycle Training School 
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^ It seems like only last week that we packed up all the kit at Brands Hatch in October 
of last year, resigned to the fact there would be no riding the 'big dog'for quite 
some time. Well SEB BULPIN blinked and here we are once again staring down the 
daunting barrel of another season's racing in the ever competitive Pirelli National 
Superstock 1000 class. 


I t's a good feeling, however, entering the 
season for the first time in 2 years on a bike 
that I have raced the previous year. We as a 
small team understand its quirks, intricacies, 
strengths and weaknesses - most definitely an 
encouraging start even before the weighty beast 
has tasted the tarmac in 2013. 

So... the who's who of the British Superbike classes 
in my very humble and not entirely clued up opinion. 
Here goes. 

British Superbikes looks to be another stonking 
season's racing with a good few major protagonists 
jumping out on the entry list for me. Alex Lowes on 
the Samsung Honda will be a force to be reckoned 
with, Shakey Byrne as ever will be in the mix from the 
first session of the year and the returning Kiyonari 
is bound to be a front runner — so long as he was 


able to locate his mojo in his year's racing in Japan! A 
couple of riders that will hopefully mix it with the big 
dogs on occasion are local lad, Danny Buchan and the 
not so local rider PJ Jacobsen who will undoubtedly 
smoke some tyres and make some moves that will 
surprise us all. 

British Supersport: Billy McConnell is my pick 
for the title and fingers crossed he makes it. A great 
bloke who isn't scared to hang it out and take the 
fight to anyone, including his team mate. 

National Superstock 1000: Well I'd be mad to 
pick any rider to win this class. It's ultra competitive 
and will undoubtedly deliver some of the best racing, 
from any class, all season long. I'll be competing and 
hoping to make some progress, but most of all I'm 
going racing to have some fun this year and look 
forward to sharing that enjoyment with my awesome 
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Gavin Little - a local rider and South East Biker reader 
competing in theTTC at BSB this year. 


possesses the talent and speed to take it to the podium 
challengers - keep an eye out for number 74 on the track and 
in the paddock as he's a friendly chap and will gladly have a 
chin wag about all things bikes with you. 

That's basically it as I have no idea on the Ducati class or 
what is now Motostar (125's). We are in for a treat this season 
across the board and I'll be packing up after each event and 
home in warp speed to catch the recorded TV coverage of all 
the weekend's racing. 

Wish me luck, and bring it on! I 
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sponsors. Riders to look out for are Josh Day 
who is having a proper stab at the class this 
year, and also the young Joe Burns who will 
be a regular fixture at the sharp end. 

National Superstock 600: A crazy field 
of hungry youngsters on relatively powerful 
bikes always makes for great bar banging 
racing - any one of 10 riders are potential race 
winners. Shout out to the Held sponsored 
Wigley brothers and also the multitude of 
local riders for us to cheer on: Matt Ogden, 
Dayne Blackburn and Rowan Miller to name 
but a few. 

Triumph Triple Challenge: This has 
grown exponentially since joining the BSB 
format and the quality field this year is 
testament to that - and the quality of the 
Triumph 675! My two favourite riders this 
season are local lad Gavin Little and not 
so local Northerner Chrissy Rouse. Gavin is 
entering his first year in BSB championship 
competition and is certainly a rider who 
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SEB TRACK DAYS 



What do our members think? 
Neil (Experienced Rider) 

"It has been a great day and we will 
book for every one ofSEB's track 
days this year, they are so friendly 
and a real laugh"" 


Ian (Novice Rider) 

"The instructor, helped me to ride a 
better lap and I really enjoyed my 
day with SEB. I will be back " 


Dave (Novice rider) 

"I haven't been on many track 
days but I've had so much help and 
support from the other riders, it's 
given me confidence" 


Look out guys, here comes 


Photography by: 

www.fastframephotography.co.uk 


Gary a hero who rode 65 miles, rode 
every session and rode another 65 
mileshome. 


Tom Looking professional 
and very cool with a big smile 
behind the dark visor. 


Former SEB's editor 
Pete gets help from Ken, SEB's 
instructor. 


Dave getting his 
leg down, whatever 
works Dave! 


SEB's hero of the day! 


outh East Biker's track days 
^^started early this year at 
^^Brands Hatch in March and 
Lydden Hill, Kent 20th April, look 
out for an editorial about them in 
the next issue (June). 

We offer a great day on amazing 
circuits, with a fun, friendly 
group of riders. If you're less 
experienced on track we have our 
own qualified instructor to help 
you gain confidence and enjoy 
your day but even the best riders 
can gain some valuable points 
to enhance their riding. SEB's 
instructor will film your riding and 
for just £10 you get a DVD of one 
of your sessions on your bike. 

SEB's track day is not just about 
what you do on track, it's a social 
occasion too. Here are just a 
few things we can offer on 
our South East Biker's track day 
experience. 


WHAT DO YOU GET 
FROM THE SOUTH EAST 
BIKER CLUB MEMBERSHIP? 

• VIP registration so no need to 
queue at Lydden Hill 

• It's a friendly, social event, ideal 
for novices and experts alike. 

• Our own instructor on hand for 
one to one session 

• Instructor has on board camera 
to film you on track and then 
de-brief after which can improve 
your track day experience. 

• Your own unique DVD of your 
session for only £10 incl P&P. 

• SEB's own photographer who 
concentrates specifically on club 
members 

• We supply FREE Drinks, Snacks and 
Shelter from the British weather 

• FREE goodie bag, includes 
stickers, vouchers and much more. 

• On hand FREE advice to help 
set up your bike. 


We know you will have a great 
time so book now and join in 
with the fun but you don't have 
to believe us, why not hear from 
some our SEB club members. 

You don't have to own a sports 
bike to go on track, our members 
are individuals and so are their bikes, 
just check out the pictures on South 
East Biker Facebook group. 

The next track days are at 
Lydden Hill, Kent, starting with 
20th April which is already 
booking fast so if you would like to 
join us you will need to book soon 
to avoid disappointment. 

SEB Track day dates at Lydden 
Hill: Sat 20th April; Sat 25th 
May; Sat 20th July; and Sat 21 st 
September. Further dates maybe 
added for Brands Hatch and 
Lydden later in the summer. 

Call Debbie on 01892 610808 or 
debbie@southeastbiker.co.uk 
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Join MAG in 2013 

Tel: 01926 844064 www.mag-uk.org 


and get £25 

of Adventure 
Motorcycling 
DVDS... 




(onlinenlcil 


Continental tyres are helping 
MAG celebrate our 40th birthday! 

Join MAG today, help us fight 
anti-bike legislation AND enjoy 
the Nick Sanders Parallel World 
DVD series as a gift from 
Continental Tyres. 

Conti & MAG 

Keeping Riders On The Road 


ABSOLUTU.Y FREE! 


Motorcycle Action Group 












SOUTH EAST BIKER 



Making an exIAitton of oursdves 


We spent a day at the MCN Excel Show in 
February. The show was smaller this year and the 
variety of products on offer was less as well. For 
those in the South East this is great opportunity 
to have a look at the bikes, kit, holidays and other 
motorbike experiences happening in 2013.The 
traders we know reported a successful show 
with lots of interest. Punters seemed to have 
mixed opinions. The absence of Suzuki, too 
many cheap kit stalls and the overall cost of the 
day seemed to be the common complaints. We 
need these shows to stimulate interest for new 
and experienced bikers alike and promote the 
industry in general. The organisers do need to 
keep these shows fresh and interesting to attract 
the punters as well as the exhibitors. 

If visitor numbers dwindle, the exhibitors 
will not bother and we all have fewer events 
to attend. If you have any ideas as to how to 
keep shows fresh and interesting, email 
nick@southeastbiker.co.uk and we will pass 
on to whoever will listen! 


Nick and Debbie from SEB, David Groves from Adventure Peru and 
Mark Coventry from Superbike Rental at the Excel Show. 


SIM. cns FOR CM 


T he Surrey Branch of the Royal British Legion 
and Dunsfold Race Park have teamed up to 
give YOU the opportunity to take part in a 
unique fundraising event. On Saturday 6th July 
2013 at 1 pm until 5pm. You are invited to walk, 
cycle, dance around the famous Dunsfold Park 
circuit. Each circuit is approximately 1 mile, walkers, 
pushchairs, wheelchairs, children's scooters are 
most welcome. 

Approximately 500 motorcyclists will arrive from the 
Royal British Legion Riders Branch and teams of 30 will 
complete 11 honour laps and commandeer the race 
track in memory and celebration of past and present 
servicemen and women.There will be RBL Surrey brolly 
ladies to assist you during the day. After the RBL Riders 
have finished the cyclists will parade and complete up 
to 11 laps in this brilliant event. 

Then the one-off walk will see walkers covering as 
many laps as you wish or 100 yards or the whole circuit, 
each lap is approximately 1 mile, assistance will be 
provided for those who need it. The walk is a must for 
those with an interest in our Armed Forces, the Poppy 
Appeal and of course walking with friends and family 
for this unique day of celebration. 


We are asking everyone who enters the Honour Walk 
to raise a minimum of £50 in sponsorship fees. People's 
generosity funds our work and this sponsorship will 
enable us to provide vital services to support our 
servicemen and women. An HonourWalkisa way for 
people to remember and celebrate past and present 
servicemen and women. 

Participants can wear a dedication badge stating who 
they are honouring by taking part in the Honour Walk, 
you can fly your flags, show your schools, companies, 
cadet units, you can dress in costumes making it a very 
personal celebration of remembrance. 

We ask that you approach schools, companies, clubs, 
and football teams, in fact any-one who would be 
willing to form a team committing to a £50 minimum 
sponsorship, there will be side tents with displays and 
refreshments. 

Please ask friends and neighbours to come along and 
support you whilst you complete the event, ask friends 
to form a team and take part. The Surrey Branch of the 
Royal British Legion welcomes you and looks forward 
to a fun filled afternoon please do contact us for any 
further information. All cheques please be made 
payable to the Surrey branch RBL. 
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SUBSCRIBE TO 
SOOTH EAST BIKER 
MAGAZINE 


K>r just i°) per aKKurv\ b cover 
?$.?, galll post six Issues direct to 
cpur door, Pa^j via PayPal to 
Klck@soutkeastblker,co,uk or via tke 
website: go^,soutkeastblker,co,uk 
or seKd a ckecjue to: 

$ £B, Wlrral Acre, Erldge Road, 
Crow^borougk, East Sussex, TN6 ESP, 



July 6th 2013 

Meet the RBL Riders and Join 500+ who will arrive at this Iconic circuit, RBI riders wit! M Ounsfo | d Park 
complete 11 iaps. Danish cue ihv 

Cyclists, walkers and others will complete as many laps as they wish. ipm to 5pm 


Each lap Is approximately 1 mile and Is suitable lor pushchairs, wheel- «* $UR mY ««•»., w.i k , i.,»,* 

chairs, children's scooters, Bring ait the family. Side shows, information, **■""** a • 

special ottas»P. 

refreshments will he available to meet with friends to honour those past 

www,brtcis^ ?gjdn.i3fg.u R/Suirty 

and present [assistance dogs only allowed) 

Contact;. Comm unit? Fundraiser- Peter Wafcehami 

Al I m o n res r a is e d are In a id of the Surrey Poppy A pp e 8 1. m71 

emails pwafteinani#bfp , t1i¥cjkin jorg.uk 
tW**Otxtt!jt>kfbr.«gLik 
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TRYING SOMETHING NEW 



Rob Amat bought a machine then thought about using for what it was made for... 


W hen I bought my new SuperMoto last 
September racing it was furthest from 
my mind, that is until I found out that 
www.southernsupermoto.net run an inexpensive 
racing series that covers the lower half of england 
using karting tracks with a dirt/jump section on it. 
There's an 80% tarmac 20% dirt mix on any make 
of SuperMoto that is 250-650cc in size. 

I turned up at the last practice day in November last 
year full of enthusiasm and a tad nervous as I didn't 
know what reception I would get, being a complete 
novice. 

The nearest to racing I'd been before that day was 
watching it on the telly, needless to say that I had 
absolutely nothing to fear, everybody that was there 
was more than welcoming, from helping me in the 
pits with my bike after it tried to shake several bolts 
loose to on the track and giving me some pointers for 
getting the most out of my bike in the pouring rain. 

I had a great day, new bike, new friends and even 
pouring the water out of my boots the next day 
brought a smile to my face. 

During the winter lay off period I've made many 
new friends through the Supermoto forums, many 
of whom were at the practice day and can't wait 
for the racing season to start on April 6/7 at Lydd 
International Raceway in Kent. Hopefully I can do my 
friends and family proud as I've been ribbed for the 



past few weeks that I'll be 'tailend charlie'. 

Have a look at www.supermoto.net for full 
details of events and how to get involved in 
this great sport. 



New SEB T-Shirts 
are now available! 

A quality Fruit of the Loom product that you 
can wear with pride when out on your bike 
(or not). £1 from each sale will go to a local 
Air Ambulance fund. 

To order log onto www.southeastbiker.co.uk or send a 

cheque for £11 .99 to South East Biker, Wirral Acre, Eridge Road, Crowborough, East Sussex. TN6 2SP. 

Please state which size you require and include delivery details. Available in black but if you want another 
colour, let us know and we will see what we can do. 
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Do you want to experience 
the freedom of the road? 

Ask about our FREE assessment for DAS orA2! 

COMPULSORY BASIC TRAINING 
DIRECT ACCESS & A2 COURSES 
BACK TO BIKING 
ENHANCED RIDER SCHEME 


Sussex 

TRAINING • SERVC 
Call: 01444 441969, vi 

Burrell Road, 

Motorbikes 

ING • SALES • TYRES • MOTs 

sit: www.sussexmotorbikes.co.uk 

Haywards Heath RH16 17W 



John Harris 

Motorcycles 

Honda Specialist 
Servicing & MOTs 

Accident Repairs, Clothing, 
Accessories and Parts 


Full Range of 
Halvarssons Available! 


All your Summer seasons’ 
needs available for 
you and your bike. 

01892 652380 

Whitehill Road, Crowborough, 
East Sussex. TN6 US 

www.jhmc.co.uk 


KINGSTON MOTORCYCLE CENTRE ] 

All types of Motorcycle 

TYRES SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

Ride In/Ride Out service 
Very competitive prices 
Servicing - MOTs 
Race and Track Day 

PREPARATION 
We also have in stock 

CAR AND LIGHT COMMERCIAL TYRES 

UNIT 5, HAMPDEN ROAD, KINGSTON, \ 
Surrey, KT1 3LG 

T: 020 8549 5335 
M: 0776 6903932 

EMAIL: KTl MOTORCYCLES@AOL.CO. U K j 
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Here is your quick guide to biker resting points throughout our region. 

If you wish to advertise your business here to 1000s of bikers then 
call Debbie on 01892 610808 ormnail: debbie@southeastbiker.co.uk_ 




The 

Bell Inn 

Outwood, 
RH1 5PN 


Loomies 

Cafe 

West Meon, 
GU32 1JX 


Oakdene 

Cafe 

Wrotham, 

TN157RR 


^httevjays 

Cate 


Six q 
Bells 

Chiddingly, 

BN86HT 


Kent Motorcycles 
H'sCafe 

(over Road (A2),CT46SA 

Tel: 01227 832601 

Opening hours: 

Mon -Fri, 7:30am-3:30pm 

Sat 7:30am -5pm 
8am to 4pm Sun 

,d is Bike night open until 9.30pm 

_ 


Station Cafe 

Station Road, Alton, GU 
Tel: 01420 82205 

M °"' t Sat6: 30 a m-3pm. U cto se( 

&H StartsendMa ' 

T _. edne sdays 5pm-9pm 
Tryone'Tf ySerWceava “ ab i 

ry one ofour great value I 
money quality mea | s 


Wessons Cafe 

High Street, Horam, Heathfield, 
East SussexTN21 0ER 
Tel: 01435 813999 

Home of the MAMA Burger 
Eat In or Takeaway Welcome 

Now Open 7 Days A Week 
Mon-Fri 7am To 4pm 
Sat & Sun 9am To 4pm (Inc, Bank Hols) 


The Harrow Inn 

Harrow Road, Knockholt, 
Sevenoaks, Kent 
TN14 7JT 

Tel: 01959-532168 
Extensive menu, great value 
with stylish restaurant. 
Wednesday is Bike night 
with special events. 
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boottk B/ist Biker Brents 


lo April 

12 April 

13 April 

14 April 

14 April 
£o April 
El April 
23 April 

27 April 

2 ? April 
2 ? April 


APRIL EVENTS 

Lkduro Southern MCC Ltd 
Trials - Basikgstoke MCC 
SpeecWy, foole firates v 
Kmg's Lykk 
SpeecWy, Lakeside 
Hammers v $*>ikdok 
Speedway, Lastbourke 
Lagles v Wolverkamptok 
Opek House, GetGeared 
Leatkerkead 

Trials - Braintree ^ DMCC 
Trials - Alton $ District MC $ CC 
858 8rakds Hatch, klS8 Aragon, 
MotoGf, Qatar 
SpeecUay, foole firates v 
Wolverhampton 
SpeecWy, Lakeside 
Hammers v Birmingham 
Speedway, Lastbourne 
Lagles v Birmingham 
Motocross $ Beackcross 
Sidcup $ DMCC Ltd 
8S8 Tkruxton 

Trials - Isle of Wight MCC Ltd 
MotoGf Austin, Texas 
Speedway, Lakeside 
Hammers v King's Lynn 
SpeecWy, Lastbourne 
Lagles v foole 

Lnduro - Xikgstok $ DMCC Ltd 
WSB Assen, CooksWn loo 


$ May 
6 May 
6 May 
3-6 May 


MAY EVENTS 

SpeecWy, foole firates v 

Lastbourne 

MotoGf Oerez. 

8S8 Oultok fark 
Trials - Basingstoke MCC 
Guy Martin's Big Bre^ 
^<^,guymartikbigbre^,org 
Speedway, foole firates v Lakeside 
Speedway, Lakeside Hammers v 
reterborougk 
Speedway, Lastbourke 
Lagles v Covektry 
WS8 Monza 
Northwest Eoo 
Lkduro - Croydok MCC 
MotoGf Le Maks 
Buff Bikers' Sprikg Ride Ik 
buffbikers.co.uk 

SpeecUay ; foole firates v Lakeside 

SpeecUay ; Lakeside 

Hammers v Covektry 

Lkduro - Soutk Readikg MCC 

Speedway, Lastbourke 

Lagles v Swindon 

WS8 Dokkikgtok 

Trials - Basikgstoke MCC 

Speedway, foole firates v 

Covektry 


PLCASC NOT£: ase cakkot be keld respoksible for tke information provided ok 
tkis page, Muck of it is provided independently, We suggest mou ckeck details 
asitk tke orgakisers before making commitments, Furtker details akd coktacts 
for some of tkese evekts cak be foukd at ^<*4,5outkeastbiker,co,uk, 


For Soutk Cast Biker Track Days coktact: debbie@soutkeastbiker,co,uk 
if you kave ak evekt you a>outd like listed tkek email: kick@soutkeastbikerco.uk, 
3uke/3uly ektries to be ik by 5tk May £013, Cktries are limited to first come first ik, 



TRADE SERVICES 


NEW BIKES 

Cooper BMW Motorrad 

Longfield Road, Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent TN2 3UE 
Tel: 0845 601 8593 

New demo bikes available to try. 
Sales, Servicing, Clothing and parts. 

John W Groombridge 
Motorcycles 

Mayfield Road Garage 
Cross in Hand, Heathfield 
East Sussex, TN21 OSP 
Tel: 01435 862466 
E-mail: shop@jwg.co.uk 
Suzuki, Yamaha, Kawasaki and Sym 
motobikes in stock. 

Large selection of clothing. 

Haslemere 

Motorcycles 

Petersfield Road, Whitehill, 
Hampshire GU35 9AR 
Sales: 01420 488290 

Main Suzuki, Yamaha dealer with 
good quality used motorcycles and 
Harleys. Test ride the new GSXR600 or 
try some of our great 125's on sale. 

Everything Honda, New demo's 
available to test ride, CBF125, CBR 
250 and VFR. MOT's, Servicing, 
Clothing and Accessories. 

USED BIKES 

J. S. Gedge (Honda) 

406-410 Old London Road, 
Hastings, E. Sussex. TN35 5BB 
Tel: 01424 423708 

The one stop Honda shop. 

INTA Motorcycles 

99-107 Upper Stone Street, 
Maidstone. Kent. ME15 6HE 
Tel: 01622 688727 or 
01622 765791 

Email: intabikes@btconnect.com 

We specialise in quality used 
motorcycles and are Kent's leading 
motorcycle trials specialists. 


JAM Sport Motorcycles 

43 The Street, Wrecclesham 
Farnham, Surrey. GUI 0 4QS 
Tel: 01252 718606 

SALES, SERVICE, REPAIRS, 
SPARE PARTS and MOT'S 
Stockists in Enduro,Trials, MotorX 
and quality used bikes 


Phoenix Motorcycles 

3a Beeching Road, Bexhill on 
Sea, East Sussex TN39 3LG 
Tel: 01424 225224 

Quality used bikes available, MOT's, 
Servicing, Parts and Accessories 


SERVICING 

Kingston 

Motorcycle Centre 

Tel: 0208 549 5335 

Servicing, MOT's, Race-Track 
Prep and repairs. 

Fastlane Motorcycles 

88 Priory Street, 
Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 2AH 
Tel: 01732 363630 
Email: fastlanebikes@aol.com 
We have a wide range of Used 
bikes, Clothing, Servicing, MOT's, 
Parts,Track and Race preparation. 

CLOTHING 

GetGeared 

290 Kingston Road, 
Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 7QE 
Tel: 01372 225100 

Everything you need under 
one roof or check out our 
extensive website. 

ww w.getgea red .co.u k 

The Biker Store 

Unit 2, Systems House, 
Eastbourne Road (A22), 
Blindley Heath, 

Surrey, RH7 6JD 
Tel: 01342 458171 
Wide range of helmets, 
clothing and accessories. 
Come down and see 
our large showroom. 


Helmet City 

Waylands Farm, 
Tatsfield, TNI 6 2JT 
Tel: 01959 577911 
Email: sales@helmetcity.co.uk 

Large range of Helmets, clothing 
and accessories in stock. 
Outlets in Chichester and Dorset. 

www.helmetcity.com 

TRAINING 


Sussex 

Motorbikes 

Tyres, Servicing, MOTs, 
Repairs, Sales & Training 
www.sussexmotorbikes.co.uk 

CBT, DAS, ERS with bike and kit hire 
available. We are an established 
training centre that can take you 
from CBT to advanced training. 


MTS SUSSEX 
MotorcycleTraining for 
Sussex, Surrey and Kent 

•Taster Sessions • CBT • A2/DAS • 

• ERS • Advanced • Back to Biking • 

• Free Assessments • Ladies Only Days • 

Call us now on 01342 890006 
enquiries@mtssussex.co.uk 
www.mtssussex.co.uk 


MISCELLANEOUS 


BIKESURE 

Insurance Champions 
Call 0800 089 2000 
or visitwww.bikesure.co.uk 


Viking 

Motorcycle Seats 

27A Heaver Trading Estate, 
Ash, Kent TNI 5 7HJ 
Tel: 07977 874075 

Seat modifications, Gel pads, 
re-covering and embroidery 
www.vikingmotorcycleseats.co.uk 
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CLUBS 


CLUB 

WEBSITE 

CONTACT 

69 Motorcycle Club, Dover 

www.69motorcycleclub.org 

01304 820181 

Armed Forces Bikers Charity Motorcycle Club 

www.armedforcesbikers.co.uk 


Associated Sheppey Bikers 

www.theasb.orangehome.co.uk 

01795 870533 

Black Phoenix RC, Sittingbourne 

www.blackphoenixrc.co.uk 

07743 427227 

Brighton Easyriders 

www.brighton-easyriders.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/ 

brightoneasvriders 

Brighton Overland Travellers 

www.horizonsunlimited.com/ 

countrv/uk/briqhton 


BSA Owner's Club 

www.westsussexbsa.co.uk 


Burgess Hill & Distrct Motorcycle Club 

www.burgesshillmc.com 


Carshalton Motorcycle Club 

www.carshaltonmcc.com 

020 8642 0964 

Chimaeras MCC 

www.chimaeras.org.uk 

chimaeras@hotmail.co.uk 

Christian Motorcyclists Association 

www.bike.org.uk/cma/ 
sw london.php 

07871 960603 

Deal & District MCC 

www.ddmcc.ocatch.com 


Eastbourne and District MCC (Trials) 

www.edmcc.co.uk 

07733 050537 

East Kent Advanced Motorcyclists 

www.ekam.org.uk 

07092 857898 

East Sussex Advanced Motorcyclists 

www.es-am.org.uk 

01323 849073 

Friends & Bikers MC 

www.friends-and-bikers.co.uk 

01634 245349 

GEST Hastings MCC 

www.gesthastingsmcc.co.uk 


Gravesend MC 

www.gravesendmcc.com 

07740 341042 

Greenwich Motor & MCC 


01322 222197 

Guildford Motorcycle Club 

www.guildfordmcc.org.uk 

07774 422430 

Honda Owners Club, Kent Branch 

www.kent.hoc.org.u k 

01322 400775 
kent@hoc.org.uk 

Huntsman Motor Cycle Club 

www.huntsmanmcc.telinco.co.uk 


Invicta Bike Club 

www.invictabikeclub.co.uk 


Kent Advanced Motorcyclists Group 

www.kamg.org.uk 

0844 585 7792 

London Advanced Motorcyclists Group 

www.l-a-m.org 

07000 781 103 

London Fire Brigade MCC 


07931 627213 

MAG - Motocycle Action Group (Brighton) 

www.brighton.mag-uk.org 

07780 704357 

Merry Axemen The White Rock Underriver 

www.merryaxemen.co.uk 


Mid-Sussex British Motorcycle Club 

www.msbmc.co.uk 


New Life Bikers - Biggin Hill 

www.newlifebh.org.uk 

01959 571667 

Reigate & Redhill North Downs MC 

www.rrnd.co.uk 

07793 659176 

ROSPA Southern Advanced 

Motorcycle Training 

www.rospasmart.com 


Royal British Legion Riders Branch (RBLR) 

www.rblr.co.uk 


Sidcup & District Motorcycle Club 

www.sidcupmotorcycleclub.co.uk 


South East BMW 

www.southeastbmw.com 

01634 241215 

The Half Moon Bike Club, 

Half Moon Inn, Cade Street, Heathfield 


halfmoonersbikeclub@ 

yahoo.co.uk 

Tonbridge & Mailing MC 

www.tm mcc.co.u k 


Triumph Owners MCC Mighty South London 

w w w.to mccmsl.co.uk 

doddiekent@hotmail.com 

Tsunami Riders MCC 

www.tsunamiriders.org.uk 


UFO's MCC 

www.ufos-mcc.com 


West Sussex Advanced Motorcyclists 

www.wsam.info 

07870 373087 

Wey Valley Advanced Motorcyclists (WVAM) 

www.wvam.org.uk 


Widows Sons Masonic Bikers Ass., S E Chapter 

www.widowsons-south-east.com 
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SEB PICK UP POINTS 


BERKSHIRE 


BASINGSTOKE 

Mott Motorcycles.RG23 7LL 

BRACKNELL 

Bahnstomer BMWThms.Vlly... RG12 OSH 
TriCounty Motorcycles.RG12 1NQ 

READING 

Blade Honda Reading.RG2 OQX 

SLOUGH 

Sid Morams Motorcycles.SL1 1UA 


DORSET 


BOURNEMOUTH 

Crescent Motorcycles.BH8 9RT 

VERWOOD 

Crescent Motorcycles HQ.BH31 6AX 


EAST SUSSEX 


BEXHILL-ON-SEA 

Top Gear Superstore/ 


Phoenix Motorcycles.TN39 3LG 

BRIGHTON 

Chandler's BMW.BN41 1YH 

CHIDDINGLY 

The Six Bells.BN8 6HT 

CROWBOROUGH 

ASF Tyres.TN6 3JZ 

John Harris Motorcycles.TN6 1JS 

HASTINGS 

J. S. Gedge (Honda).TN35 5BB 

HEATHFIELD 

JWGroombridge.TN21 OSP 

HORAM 

Wessons Cafe.TN21 OER 

MARKCROSS 

FreeStyle.TN6 3PD 

PEVENSEY 

J.S. Gedge (Honda).TN24 6EX 

LEONARDS-ON-SEA 

J. S. Gedge (Triumph).TN38 OJB 


ESSEX 


BRADWELL 

Essex Bikers Centre.CM77 8EB 

BRAINTREE 

Cannon BMW Motorcycles.CM7 3QS 

CHELMSFORD 

Essex Honda.CM2 9QP 

COLCHESTER 

Colchester Kawasaki.C02 8JB 

DAGENHAM 

Sudden Impact.RM8 1ST 

FINCHINGFIELD 

TheThreeTuns Pub.CM74NR 

LEIGH-ON-SEA 

Alpha Motorcycles.SS9 3NF 

WICKFORD 

DickTurpin Pub.SS12 9HZ 


HAMPSHIRE 


ALDERSHOT 

Gordon Farley Motorcycles.GU12 6LF 

ALTON 


Bahnstomer Alton.GU34 3DJ 

The Station Cafe / M. Snell.GU34 2PZ 

BORDON 

Haselmere Motorcycles.GU35 9AR 

FAREHAM 

Destination Triumph.P016 OHD 

FARNBOROUGH 

Infinity Motorcycles.GU146HG 

SOUTHAMPTON 

Crescent Motorcycles.SO50 6AA 

Infinity Motorcycles.S031 8ER 

WESTMEON 

LoomiesCafe.GU32 1JX 

WINCHESTER 

Alan Lear Motorcycles.S023 7DW 


KENT 


ASH 

Viking Motorcycle Seats.TNI 5 7HJ 

BROMLEY 

The Warren.BR2 7AL 

CANTERBURY 

Kent Motorcycles.CT4 6SA 

Robinsons Foundry 

Motorcycles.CT2 7QG 

CHATHAM 

Bowen Moto.ME4 5AB 


DEAL 

The Adelaide Farm Cafe.CT17 OAT 

DOVER 

Coombe Valley Motorcycles.CT17 0HG 

EDENBRIDGE 

Red Dog Motorcycles.TN8 5AY 

FARNINGHAM 

The Pied Bull.DA40DG 

MAIDSTONE 

Laguna Motorcycles.ME16 8RA 

Inta Motorcycles.ME15 6HE 

RAMSGATE 

Dave Fox Motorcycles.CT11 8PJ 

SEVENOAKS 

The Harrow Inn.TN14 7JT 

TONBRIDGE 

Fastlane Motorcycles.TN9 2AH 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

Breakaway Motorcycles.TNI 2RF 

Cooper BMW Motorrad.TN2 3UE 

WROTHAM 

Oakdene Cafe.TNI5 7RR 


LONDON 


CLAPHAM 

Infinity Motorcycles.W4 5YT 

GREAT PORTLAND STREET 

Infinity Motorcycles.W1W5PG 

HANGER LANE 

Infinity Motorcycles.W5 1ET 

HIGH HOLBORN 

Infinity Motorcycles.WC1V 6PW 

KINGS ROAD 

Warrs Harley Davidson.SW6 

LEYTONSTONE 

Double R Motorcycles.El 1 4JT 

MOTTINGHAM 

Warrs Harley Davidson.SE9 4QW 


MIDDLESEX 


MIDDLESEX 

West London Yamaha.TW13 6HD 

RUISLIP 

Daytona Motorcycles.HA4 8PT 


SURREY 


BLINDLEY HEATH 

The Biker Store/ 

Motorcycle Centre.RH7 6JJ 

BOXHILL 

RykasCafe.RH5 6BX 

CRANLEIGH 

FCL Motorcycles.GU6 8ND 

COULSDON 

Doble Motorcycles.CR5 2NG 

DORKING 

Beaky's Motorcycles.RH5 4QU 

GUILDFORD 

Destination Triumph.GU5 OJA 

Harley Davidson.GU3 1NA 

LEATHERHEAD 

GetGeared.KT22 7QE 

KINGSTON 

Kingston Motorcycles Centre.KT1 3LG 

REDHILL 

Fins Motorcycles.RH1 6ET 

SURBITON 

Tippets Motorcycles.KT6 7AW 

WOKING 

Woking Yamaha.GU21 6U 

WRECCLESHAM 

JAM Sport.GU104QS 


WEST SUSSEX 


ARUNDEL 

Whiteways Cafe.BN 18 9FD 

COWFOLD 

Chalet Cafe.RH13 8DU 

CRAWLEY 

P & H Motorcycles.RH10 9RD 

HAYWARDS HEATH 

Sussex Motorcycles.RH16 1TW 

HORSHAM 

New Street Motorcycles.RH13 5DT 

WASHINGTON 

Destination Triumph.RH20 4AJ 

WORTHING 

Keys Bros Motorcycles.BN11 1UG 


If you would like your company to 
be an official distributor of SEB or 
you would like to suggest a trader 
to distribute the magazine, please 
contact Debbie on 01892 610808 or 
email: debbie@southeastbiker.co.uk 



i|^ BS H§^as fhe South 
East's NoJ 

FREE 

V tBE bike mag! 


IF YOU HAVE JUST READ THIS.. J I 
THEN SO HAVE YOUR CUSTOMERS 

Why not advertise your Company in the South East's No 1 FREE magazine for bikers? 
Maximize your company's full potential by promoting it in South East Biker Magazine and 
make sure your company's name reaches the customers you need. 

SEB has a readership of around 20,000 in the height of summer. SEB also has an active website, 
Facebook Group and Twitter to keep our readers in touch with what's going on around the 
South East. With a fully readable edition online our readership is worldwide. 

Whatever your budget we can provide a solution; from a business card box to the prestigious 
cover ads, we are here to help you. 

Call Debbie Tunstill today on 01892 610808 or email debbie@southeastbiker.co.uk 
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GIFT VOUCHERS NOW AVAILABLE!! 








Refine your search 


The UK's leading retailer for Europe's largest brands is on your doorstep 


GETGEARED Surrey 
290 Kingston Road 
Leatherhead KT22 7QE 
Call 01372 372222 
7 days/wk 


WWW. 








